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The course covers topics including cells, genetics, variation and the way organisms 
relate to their environment. There is also a practical element including various set 
experiments that contribute towards a practical endorsement.  

The course aims to stimulate interest in and enjoyment of the study of Biology. It 
encourages students to recognise the value and responsible use of Biology in society 
and be aware of technological advances. It helps develop skills in scientific 
investigation, data collection, evaluation, deduction and how to present a logical 
argument or point of view.  

The qualification is linear which means that students will be 
assessed at the end of the 2 year course.  During the course 
there will be a practical assessment and 3 two hour 
examinations at the end of the course.  

BIOLOGY 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade B            
in GCSE Biology or Additional Science or 
Further Additional Science. 
 

It is also expected that students will have 
achieved a GCSE grade 5 or above in Maths 
and English Language. 

ENTRY  

REQUIREMENTS   
 

A Level 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C. To be successful on the 
course you need to have a keen interest in 
Science and in particular Chemistry.  
 
You will need to have a grade B at GCSE 
Chemistry or Additional Science or Further 
Additional Science.  
 
It is also expected that students will have 
achieved a grade 6 or above in Maths and 
English Language. 

The course will develop a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
scientific method to many real 
life situations and will give 
students the opportunity to 
discover science through a 
range of practical experiments.  
 
About 25% of the time will be 
devoted to laboratory practical 
work and 75% in formal lessons.  

CHEMISTRY 

The qualification is linear which 
means that students will be 
assessed at the end of the 2 year 
course.  There are three 
examinations, one of which 
covers practical skills along with 
some of the content.  Each exam 
is two hours long.  There is no 
formal coursework element.  

A Level 

 

ASSESSMENT 
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ASSESSMENT 
The qualification is linear which means that students 
will be assessed at the end of the 2 year course. There 
is a 20% coursework element and there are 2 final 
examinations at the end of the two years. 

 
This course integrates the study of language and 
literature. It balances the skills of accuracy and 
creativity in writing as well as the in-depth, 
systematic, study of different genres: literary (Prose, 
poetry, drama) and non-literary texts (personal 
letters, spontaneous speech, multimedia). 
 
It will help students to develop the key critical, creative 
and analytical skills required both for progression to 
higher education and for enhanced employability.  
 
The key areas of learning embedded in the specification are: 

¶ 'Telling Stories'  how and why stories are told;  

¶ 'Exploring Conflict' focuses on language choices looking at how these choices help 
to construct ideas of conflict between people and their societies;  

¶ 'Making Connections' focuses on language use in different types of text and 
requires students to make active connections between a literary text and some 
non-literary material. 

  

A Level 

ENGLISH  
Literature & Language  
 

ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS   
 

Prospective students should have 
gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at 
least a grade 5 in English Language 
GCSE. The course is demanding,     
as you would expect at this level. 
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A Level 

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade 6 in 

English Literature and English Language. It is vital that you are a capable and 

independent reader, willing to read books unassisted. 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 
2 year course. There is also a coursework element worth 20% of the overall course. 
 

The course will be taught using a range of learning and teaching activities including 
teacher and student led lessons; presentations; group discussions; independent study 
and research. Over the course you will study pre-1900 and post 2000 Literature: 
Poetry, Prose and Drama. 

Students will explore the relationships that exist between texts 
and the contexts within which they are written, received and 
understood.  
 

Because texts and their meanings are not fixed, interpretation is 
not fixed, and multiple interpretations are possible students are 
encouraged to debate and challenge the interpretations of other 
readers as they develop their own informed personal responses 
using a variety of reading strategies and perspectives. 
 

¶ Love through the ages: a study of the theme of love, one of 
the most central themes in literature, is explored across 
time.  

¶ Texts in shared contexts: students explore texts written 
within a narrower and clearly defined time period: 
literature from 1945 to the present day.  

¶ The coursework element offers students the freedom to 
compare how two texts explore the same theme over time. 
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A Level  

FASHION & 

TEXTILES  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C (or equivalent) with at least 
a grade C or above in Technology & grade 5 or above in English Language. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course. There are 3 units, one is a major coursework project (50% of overall grade) 
and 2 units are exam based.  Each exam unit makes up 25% of the overall A-Level grade. 
 

The course is ideal for students who are good at problem 

solving and have a keen interest in Fashion and Textiles 

design.  As part of the course students will work towards 

a range of different design briefs, some of which will be 

given and some of which will be self-guided before 

undertaking the major coursework project of their 

choosing. Textiles will provide students with a range of 

different skills including:-  

 

¶ How to investigate facts and use deduction 

¶ How to put over your point of view fluently 

¶ The ability to work as part of a team 

¶ Creativity 

¶ Communication and presentation 

¶ How to take responsibility for your own learning 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji16CM9ODJAhWERBQKHbI5A4MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cuded.com/2013/03/50-beautiful-fashion-illustrations/&bvm=bv.110151844,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNF8AF5XIhjj9u7eJDAnqQrn2w2LcA&ust=1450373397801873
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A Level  

FINE ART 

 
 

 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade B at 
GCSE Art and a grade 5 or above in GCSE English.  In exceptional cases we would 
consider a candidate based on a portfolio of work which indicates that they have the 
potential to cope with the course.  There would be a trial period in that case.  
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

The qualification is linear which 
means that students will be assessed 
at the end of the 2 year course.   
 

Unit 1 ς Students produce a 
collection of work that shows 
evidence of research, development 
of ideas, making skills and critical and 
contextual studies. 
 

Unit 2 ς Externally set assignment.  
 

Unit 3 ς Develop work based on an 
idea and a 1,000 word essay which is 
related to their practical work. 
 

Unit 4 ς Externally set assignment.  

The course lays an appropriate 
foundation for further study of 
Art & Design or related subjects 
in Higher Education.  In addition, 
it is suitable for the diverse range 
of students who wish to develop 
their interest in and enjoyment 
of Art & Design, fostering its 
value in lifelong learning. 
 

A Level Art & Design encourages 
students to develop:-  
Creativity; analytical skills; 
critical judgement; craft and 
design; independence of mind; 
an interest and enthusiasm for 
art. 
 

 

 

http://www.studentartguide.com/featured/aqa-a-level-art-sketchbook
http://www.studentartguide.com/resources/best-art-teacher-blogs
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FRENCH 
A Level  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade B or 
above in French. Students must have completed a full GCSE course in French and those 
who have obtained a grade C will be considered on their individual merit. 

 ASSESSMENT  

The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end 
of the 2 year course.   
 

The course is assessed by a listening, reading, speaking and writing exam in June 
of the second year.  

By studying a modern foreign language at 
an advanced level you will develop 
practical skills to enable you to 
communicate with people from many 
different countries.  
 
The course will build on the skills learnt at 
GCSE and you will learn to understand 
and respond to authentic material 
covering topical issues whilst developing 
your understanding of the cultures of 
French speaking countries.  
 
All students have regular exposure to 
authentic materials and are encouraged 
to learn independently through the use of 
ICT. All students, where available, have a 
weekly session with a Foreign Language 
Assistant to encourage fluency.  
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A Level  

GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS  

Whilst a GCSE in Geography at Grade C 
or above is useful, 5 A* to C at GCSE 
with a grade 4 or above in English would 
be acceptable for a pro-active student.  

ASSESSMENT 
 

 

The qualification is linear which means that students will be 
assessed at the end of the 2 year course. 
 
There will be essay style extended writing questions which 
are synoptic and cover all aspects of the course. 

Geography enables students to understand some of the processes affecting the world 
ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ is changing, the 
processes that produce changes and the people and agencies that promote and guide 
change.  The course covers key issues affecting the world and can offer transferable 
skills, IT skills in a range of contexts, practical competence derived from fieldwork and 
investigations. It acts as a bridge between the Arts and Sciences.  
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GOVERNMENT  

& POLITICS  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Level  

This course will appeal to students who have an interest in the world around them and 
the forces shaping society today.  It is for students who enjoy topical and critical thinking, 
love learning about current affairs, cultural differences and ethical dilemmas. Students 
need to be able to work independently and to read and research material to support their 
ideas.  

ASSESSMENT  

Students should have achieved 5 A*- C at GCSE including a grade 4 or above 

in English.  In exceptional cases where students have not met the criteria, we 

would consider a candidate based on a suitability interview.  In these 

circumstances there would be a trail period.  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

The qualification is linear which 
means that students will be 
assessed at the end of the 2 year 
course. 
 
There are four units to study over 
the two years.  All units are assessed 
via essay style extended writing 
questions which are synoptic 
covering all aspects of the course.  
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HISTORY  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C.  A grade B in History 
and a grade 6 or above in English is preferable. 
 

A good command of the English language and interest in reading in depth is essential 
for the essay style writing required. 

ASSESSMENT  
The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of 
the 2 year course. 
 

There are four units.  Units 1, 2 and 3 are assessed via a written exam at the end of 
Year 13, whilst unit 4 is assessed via independent coursework study, focusing on 
the debate surrounding German responsibility for World War One (20%) 
 

Unit 1: Britain Transformed, 1918-1997 (30%). 
 

Unit 2: The USA, 1955-92: conformity and change (20%). 
 

Unit 3: The British experience of Warfare, c1790 (30%). 

This course will appeal to students who 
have enjoyed this subject previously, 
and have a keen interest in the past and 
how it can help us understand the 
present. 
 

It will also allow you to learn and 
further develop the following skills:- 
 

¶ Critical analysis of historical 
interpretations. 

¶ In depth research and historical 
investigation. 

¶ Cross referencing of evidence, 
and comparison of sources. 

¶ Essay writing. 

¶ Note taking and summarising. 

¶ Debating and substantiating 
opinions. 

A Level 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixj8nwpeDJAhVMVRQKHbtiBKAQjRwIBw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/petk12.org/ruoff-history-portfolio&psig=AFQjCNGzm2MhRV-YgwrI_HntdaNPzKvZkA&ust=1450352383381483
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A* - C and must have a minimum 
of a grade 6 in GCSE Maths to be able to cope with the level of work required at A Level. 
They must also have a minimum of a grade 7 if they want to complete Further   
Mathematics. 

 

     ASSESSMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! [ŜǾŜƭ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

continued knowledge of Pure Mathematics with 

Statistics and Mechanics. Further Mathematics will 

continue to develop their Pure Mathematics and 

they will be given the opportunity to study Decision 

1 and 2. Both qualifications are highly regarded by 

both employers and entry tutors in Further 

Education. A good grade in this subject will provide 

tremendous opportunities for students and indicate 

their ability to demonstrate excellent reasoning 

skills. 

MATHS &  

FURTHER MATHS 

For A Level Mathematics there will be three equally weighted modules. The 
first two modules will be Pure Mathematics, and the final module will be a 
combination of Statistics and Mechanics. For Further Mathematics the 
course will be split into four equally weighted modules. The first two 
modules will be Further Pure 1 and Further Pure 2; the last two modules are 
likely to be Decision 1 and Decision 2. 

 

 

A Level 
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ASSESSMENT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Level  

 

MEDIA STUDIES  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade 
A*-C, grade 9-4 to be eligible for this course. English 
Language at grade 4 or above is crucial to success. Previous 
study of media is not essential.  

The qualification is linear which means that students 
will be assessed at the end of the 2 year course. 
 

The course is divided into a total of 4 units, 2 AS units 
and 2 A2 units.  
 

¶ AS Unit 1 Investigating the Media. 24% of 
qualification.  

¶ AS Unit 2 Creating a Media Production. 16% of 
qualification.  

¶ A2 Unit 3 Media in the Global Age. 36% of 
qualification.  

¶ A2 Unit 4 Creating a Cross-Media Production. 
24% of qualification.   

 

The course enables students to: 
 

¶ develop critical understanding of the media through engagement with media 
products and concepts and through the creative application of production skills 

¶ explore production processes, technologies and other relevant contexts 

¶ become independent in research skills and their application in their production work 
and in developing their own views and interpretations 

 
This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Media Studies or related areas 
through a range of higher education degree courses; progression to the next level of applied 
qualifications (degree and HND courses); or direct entry into employment. 
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A Level   

PHILOSOPHY & 

ETHICS   

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade 
A*-C with at least a grade 6 in English and it would be 
beneficial if a grade B is obtained in Philosophy and 
Ethics at GCSE. Candidates with a keen interest in: 
miracles, life, free-will and moral responsibility and 
ethical theories will be successful on the course.  
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

The qualification is linear which means that students will 
be assessed at the end of the 2 year course. 
 

Assessment is by two three hour exams (each worth 50% 
of the A Level). Each paper will consist of short answer 
questions and extended writing. There is no coursework 
element.  
 
Philosophy and ethics is a rigorous academic subject that is also rooted in the real world. It is the 
study of how society is organised and how we experience life. Studying A level philosophy and 
ethics enables you to develop critical thinking skills, to analyse and interpret the world around 
you. 
 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ tŀƭŜȅΩǎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ !ƴǎŜƭƳǎΩǎ ŀ 
priori argument. The problems of natural and moral evil and the impact of this is in society. The 
idea of Hume and Wiles on miracles is studied. The nature of and the re-existence of the soul is 
studied in relation to the relationship and the connection of the body and soul. Ethics is studied 
in relation to how decisions are made to agree to assisted suicide and whether capital 
punishment should be allowed in the UK. We study whether designer babies are ethically right 
and should babies be cloned? Conscience is also studied and the role of conscience in making 
decisions such as telling lies and adultery being some examples.  
 

Furthermore, you will take away from philosophy and ethics a completely different way of 
thinking and understanding about the world around you.  
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PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C or equivalent.  At least a 
grade 4 or above in English is required, as well as GCSE PE at grade B.  Regular 
participation in sport is also essential.  

ASSESSMENT  
The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course. This will take the form of two examinations in June along with an internal 
assessment based on practical performance either as a player or as a coach. 

A Level  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
experience from Key Stage 4 and GCSE to 
enhance their knowledge and increase their 
understanding of the factors that affect 
performance and participation in physical 
education.  
 

The qualification provides you with skills and 
knowledge required for higher education or 
the world of work. 
 

You will have the opportunity to experience 
and develop an interest in a variety of roles 
in sport such as performer and leader/coach 
and specialise in one. 
 

The content of the course will address 
current contemporary topics in sport such as 
the impact in the use of drugs, technology 
and increasing commercialisation of sport. 
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A Level 

 

PHYSICS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 

The qualification is linear which 
means that students will be assessed 
at the end of the 2 year course. 
 

There are three examinations, one of 
which covers practical skills along 
with some of the content. Each exam 
is two hours long.  There is no formal 
coursework element.  

Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C.  You will need to have a 
grade B at GCSE Physics or Additional 
Science or Further Additional Science and a 
grade 6 or above in Maths.  
 
To be successful on the course you need to 
have a keen interest in Science and 
particularly in Physics.   
 

The course follows the AQA Physics syllabus which looks at Mechanics, Materials, 
Waves, Quantum Physics, Electricity, Fields, Further Mechanics, Nuclear and 
Medical Physics. 
 
The course is linear with three exams (2 hours each) at the end of the two year 
course. 
 
Practical work is also assessed throughout the course which contributes towards a 
practical endorsement which appears on the A Level certificate.  
  

 

ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS 
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A Level  

PRODUCT 

DESIGN 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade 
A*-C with at least a grade C or above in Technology and 
a grade 5 or above in English. 

  
 
 
 
The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course. 
 

There are 3 units, 1 unit is a major coursework project (50% of overall grade) and 2 units 
are exam based, each exam unit makes up 25% of the overall A-Level grade. 
 
 

The course is ideal for students who are good at problem solving and have a keen interest 
in design.  As part of the course students will work towards a range of different design 
briefs, some of which will be given and some of which will be self-guided.  Students will 
then undertake a major coursework project of their choosing.  Product Design will provide 
students with a range of different skills including:- 
 

¶ How to investigate facts and use deduction. 

¶ How to put over your point of view fluently. 

¶ Creativity, presentation and communication. 

¶ How to work as a team to achieve results. 

¶ How to take responsibility for your own learning. 

ASSESSMENT 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.onsalebuy.com/red-modern&psig=AFQjCNEzWCJpoCBXVDJGFvx0w13pyPccTA&ust=1450372872243865
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A Level   

PSYCHOLOGY   

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS   

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C.  At least a grade 5 or 
above in Maths and English is required. Psychology is a demanding and rewarding 
subject. Candidates with a keen interest in human behaviour and the mind will be 
successful on the course. 
 

ASSESSMENT   
 

The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course.  Assessment is by three two hour exams (each worth 33.3% of the A Level). 
Each paper will consists of multiple choice questions, short answer questions and 
extended writing. Numeracy skills are also important (10% of the marks will involve some 
basic maths).  There is no coursework element.    
  

tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳƛƴŘΩ ς but Psychology is more 

than this. Psychology is everywhere around us. It is intriguing, it is emotional, it is scientific 

and above all it is thought provoking. This course offers you the opportunity to learn 

about the science behind human behaviour by understanding how research is conducted 

and used to develop theories and laws about human behaviour. You will then go on to 

explore the many different strands of Psychology such as Social Psychology, 

Developmental Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, Abnormal Psychology and Biological 

Psychology. Furthermore, you will also consider issues and debates that psychologists 

consider when attempting to explain complex human behaviours. Finally you will develop 

skills valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers, including critical analysis, 

independent thinking and research skills. 
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A Level   

SOCIOLOGY   
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS   

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade 5 or 
above in English. Candidates with a keen interest in society, inequality, family, religion 
and crime will be successful on the course.  
 
 

ASSESSMENT   
The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course.   Assessment is by three two hour exams (each worth 33.3% of the A Level). 
Each paper will consist of short answer questions and extended writing. There is no 
coursework element.  Topics covered range from Education, Crime and Deviance and 
Beliefs in Society. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sociology is a rigorous academic subject that is also rooted in the real world. Sociology is 
the study of how society is organised and how we experience life. Studying A level 
Sociology enables you to develop critical thinking skills, to analyse and interpret the world 
around you. 
 

Some of the issues we have looked at over the last year include: sexism in the family and 
pop music; the London riots and ISIS. By taking the subject, you become a much more 
informed, questioning and critical citizen of society. Furthermore, you will take away from 
Sociology a completely different way of thinking about the world around you, and here is 
a promise: you will never look at that world in the same way again. 
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A Level 

SPANISH  

 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C with at least a grade B or 
above in Spanish. Students must have completed a full GCSE course in Spanish and those 
who have obtained a grade C will be considered on their individual merit. 
 
 

 ASSESSMENT  
 

The qualification is linear which means that students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course.   The course is assessed by a listening, reading, speaking and writing exam 
in June of the second year.   
 
By studying a modern foreign language at an advanced level you will develop practical 
skills to enable you to communicate with people from many different countries. The 
course will build on the skills learnt at GCSE and you will learn to understand and respond 
to authentic material covering topical issues whilst developing your understanding of the 
cultures of Spanish speaking countries.  
 

All students will have regular exposure to authentic materials and are encouraged to learn 
independently through the use of ICT.  All students, where available, have a weekly 
session with a Foreign Language Assistant to encourage fluency. 
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Level 3 AQA Certificate 

  
  

APPLIED 

SCIENCE  
ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS  
Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C with English Language at 
grade 4 or above.  A keen interest in all 
aspects of Physics, Chemistry and Biology 
is required. 
 

ASSESSMENT  
50% of the course is assessed through 
internally assessed units. 
 
50% of the qualification is assessed 
through an external examination. 

This vocational qualification gives post-16 learners a practical introduction to science. They 

can be taken alongside A levels or other Level 3 courses and have received backing from 

Universities.  

Topics covered include applied experimental techniques and science in the modern world, 

undertaking a scientific investigation, and optional units in biology, chemistry and physics. 

They give learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare for 
the future. The qualifications provide progression opportunities to higher education, 
degree and professional development programmes within the same or related areas of 
study, within universities and other institutions. 



25 
 

Level 3 BTEC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C grade 4 or above in  English 
and Maths with at least a grade C in GCSE Art.  
 

In exceptional cases we would consider a 
candidate based on a portfolio of work which 
indicates that they have the potential to cope 
with the course. In these circumstances there 
would be a trial period.  

ASSESSMENT  
The BTEC subsidiary diploma in Art & Design 
comprises of six units over two years.  
 

Each unit is individually assessed and graded 
on pass, merit or distinction.  The final grade is 
calculated on an average over the six units.  
 
 

Two units are externally set. One is written 
from pre-released material and takes place 
over 10 hrs in school and the second is theme 
based with a final piece which also takes place 
over 10 hrs. 

 

ART 

The BTEC Art & Design course 
provides students with the 
opportunity to develop a 
portfolio which lays the 
appropriate foundation for 
further education in Art & 
Design.  
 

In addition this course is suitable 
for the diverse range of 
candidates who wish to develop 
their interest and enjoyment of 
Art & Design, fostering its value 
in lifelong learning.  
 

The course has a strong 
vocational element and students 
will be given the opportunity to 
work with outside agencies such 
as galleries, art colleges and 
commercial establishments.  
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Level 3 BTEC 

BUSINESS 
   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ASSESSMENT  
 

 This subject is based on 60% coursework and 40% external assessments (one written 
and timed examination lasting two hours, and timed controlled assessment-style 
tasks). 

If you feel you want to learn Business Studies but you do not want the pressure of 
100% external examinations, BTEC Level 3 in Business would be suitable for you. The 
content of the course has been designed to ensure you are able to progress to higher 
education and is also ideal if you intend to go straight into the business sector or 
employment after Sixth Form. Please note, however, that there are still external 
assessments that you have to undertake, but they do not contribute to 100% of your 
final grade.  
 
You will study 8 units, of which three are externally examined. The qualification 
supports progression to higher education. For students who intend to go straight into 
employment or the business sector, this course will equip you with the necessary 
knowledge and skills. 

ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS  

Prospective students should have 
gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C including 
grade 4 in Maths and English.  
Business at Level 2 is advantageous 
but not essential. 
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Entry  

 

Requirements 
 
Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C or the BTEC equivalent and 
should include GCSE English Language at grade 4 or above.  Previous study of Health and 
Social Care is advantageous but not essential. 

  

Assessment  
 
The majority of the course is assessed by coursework assignments. There are 2 exam units 
which are externally assessed throughout the two years of the course. 
  
Health and Social Care can be studied as a single option which is equivalent to one A level, 
or a double option which is equivalent to two A levels.  In Health and Social Care you will 
study various units allowing students to learn and debate current health care issues whilst 
producing their own reports observing, reflecting and comparing how service users 
access the health and social care services. Students will study a wide range of issues in a 
variety of real life contexts.  

 

 

HEALTH & 

SOCIAL  

CARE 
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Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technical  
 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT  
 

All coursework is assessed internally and is validated by an external visiting moderator. 

Examinations will take place at the end of the first year and coursework will be assessed 

in the second year.  

 
 
Information Technology is an exciting subject at the cutting edge of new technologies. 
Students will need to be prepared to research and keep up to date with new technology 
advances. 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Prospective students should have gained 5 GCSE 
grade A*-C including a grade 4 or above in 
Mathematics and English. Previous knowledge of 
the subject is not essential, but would be 
advantageous. 
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ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS 

ASSESSMENT 
The course is assessed by a mixture of practical and written coursework that is marked 
within school and externally assessed exams.  

Prospective students should have gained 5 
GCSEs grade A*-C with English Language at 
grade 4 or above.  
 

A keen interest in all aspects of Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology is required. 

This subject can be studied as a single or a double option equivalent to 1 or 2 A levels 
respectively.   
 
The double option allows you to choose from one of two pathways:- 

- Laboratory Skills for Human Science 
- Laboratory Skills for Food Science 

 
The qualifications are designed to provide highly specialist, work-related qualifications 
in a range of vocational sectors.   
 

They give learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare 
for the future. The qualifications provide progression opportunities to higher 
education, degree and professional development programmes within the same or 
related areas of study, within universities and other institutions. 
 
 
 

Level 3 Cambridge Technicals 

LABORATORY 

SKILLS 
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Level 3 BTEC  National Diploma 
  

MUSIC 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

ASSESSMENT 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Prospective students should have 
gained 5 GCSEs grade A*-C, 9-4 in 
English and Maths. The course is 
predominantly group work, therefore 
commitment to the course and 
willingness to undertake extra 
rehearsals if necessary will be essential.  
An interest in the Music and the ability 
to play an instrument is crucial to be 
successful.  
 

There are 720 Guided learning hours.  The course is equivalent in size to two A Levels 
and consists of:- 
 

8 units of which 6 are mandatory  -  mandatory content makes up 83%). 
3 units which are external.  -  external assessment makes up 46%. 
 

Mandatory units content includes: 1 Ensemble Music Performance, 2 Practical Music 
Theory and Harmony, 3 Professional Practice in the Music Industry, 4 Music Skills 
Development, 5 Music in Context & 6 Creating a Music Product. 
 

External assessment units include: 1 Ensemble Music Performance, 3 Professional 
Practice in the Music Industry & 5 Music in Context. 

 
During the course students will:- 
 

¶ undertake examinations ς all learners take the same assessment at the same 
time, with a written outcome 

¶ set tasks ς learners take the assessment during a defined window and 
demonstrate understanding through completion of a vocational task 

¶ write up the findings of their own research 

¶ use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations 

¶ carry out projects for which they have choice over the direction and outcomes 

¶ demonstrate practical and technical skills using appropriate instruments and 
techniques 


